FOOD,   CLOTHES,   QUEUES,   BLACK   MARKET

or socks. Stockings cost 125 francs a pair, a price which
only the German Women's Corps can afford. An overcoat
takes 45 points, that is, coupons for eighteen months, and
is sold on condition that no other purchase is made.
Thread and cotton for mending clothes may be obtained
only against surrender of a coupon and are not easily
found. There are no longer any needles or pins.

Footwear is sold only after a voucher has been secured
from the local town hall, a proceeding which entails a
long inquiry and a delay between of four and six months.
Women are wearing shoes with thick wooden soles, the
uppers of which are made of raffia, or strips of interwoven
material, and show the toes. The price of these shoes is
not controlled and varies between 350 and 600 francs.
Boots and shoes are made to last as long as possible.
Men's shoe repairs cost 50 francs, and leather soles are
replaced with rubber. To get old shoes repaired is
becoming more and more difficult.

Newspapers cost a franc. It is hardly necessary to
say that few are bought. As for taxes, they increase
constantly.

QUEUES

An entire book would be needed for a really complete
account of living conditions in France. In any case, I
have been unable to give more than an incomplete outline
because prices are changing all the time. Nevertheless,
something would be sadly lacking if I did not say anything
about the queueing which has to be done for everything,
particularly for vegetables, meat, fish, chocolate, and milk.

The queues have their own experts. One queues for
cooked food, another for fish. By queueing one may do
a good turn for relatives or friends. For some workless
and old people it has become a paying proposition.

Holders of the special cards issued to the disabled and
to large families have priority in the queues, a privilege
which causes many disputes. It has been admitted that
these priority cards are held by one person in three.
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